
 
T H E  P A R T I S A N  S O N G  P R O J E C T  A N D  G E N E A L O G Y  –  

I N S P I R I N G  A N D  C O N N E C T I N G  A  N E W  G E N E R A T I O N  

 
The Partisans’ Song, Zog Nit Keynmol, written by Hirsh Glik, age 22, in the Vilna Ghetto in 1943, 
is one of the most powerful songs of resistance and defiance ever written. 
 

“Zog Nit Keynmol” is the anthem of Holocaust survivors. It is a legacy that is in danger of soon 
dying out. The Partisan Song Project is an initiative to connect it to the next generation through 
meaning, context, and family histories. 

 

The Poem in English 

Never say that there is only death for you, 
Though leaden skies may be concealing days of blue, 
Because the hour we have hungered for is near; 
Beneath our tread the earth shall tremble — we are here! 

From land of palm tree to the far-off land of snow, 
We shall be coming with our torment and our woe; 
And everywhere our blood has sunk into the earth, 
Shall our bravery, our vigor blossom forth. 



We’ll have the morning sun to set our day aglow, 
And all our yesterdays shall vanish with the foe; 
And if the time is long before the sun appears, 
Then let this song go like a signal through the years. 

This song was written with blood and not with lead; 
It’s not a song that summer birds sing overhead; 
It was a people among toppling barricades, 
That sang this song of ours with pistols and grenades. 

Never say that there is only death for you, 
Though leaden skies may be concealing days of blue, 
Because the hour we have hungered for is near; 
Beneath our tread the earth shall tremble, — we are here! 

 

Hirsh Glik Family Tree 

 

 

 

 



Oscar Borecki, a Bielski Partisan, Novogrudak & Sydney 

 

Prayer Books USA 

 

 



Online Collaboration at Herzlia School and concert at Highlands House 

https://youtu.be/tnaCtuqVBgg	
 

 

 

 



Sheet Music 

 

 

 



Graphic Art 

 

25 Translations: 

http://elirab.me/words/ 

Lesson Plans 

http://elirab.me/study/ 

 



Press 

http://elirab.me/press/ 

 

 

The Partisans’ Song Project website: 

http://elirab.me/zog-nit-keynmol/ 
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